THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
by reason of his presence in one polling district,
he will be not forgiven by many of his supporters
in the others. Omniscience and omnipotence are
expected of the leaders, and ubiquity of the rest.
Such, then, are the present conditions of
English politics. The control is in the hands of
over-worked and harassed men, who, amid
ever-changing situations and difficulties, are
never certain of their own power or place.
" Who is sufficient for all these things ? " it
may be asked, and the answer is, inevitably,
No man.*' If a leader like Lord Balfour or,
in his different way, Mr. Baldwin, preserves a
cool and detached judgment, is chary of pre-
mature commitments and refuses battle on
dangerous ground, he may lose the enthusiasm
and even the support of his followers ; if he
obscures issues, like other leaders, with a smoke-
screen of facundity, he may carry his point for
the moment, but at the cost of lasting and per-
haps justified distrust. The strong superman
who of his own will-power can rule the country
with inflexible decision has no place in the
British Constitution, and when such a one did
arise in the seventeenth century and broke that
Constitution by military force it may perhaps
be conceded that he cost too much.
" Enough," it may be said, after the manner
of Rasselas, " you have convinced me that no
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